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About the Book
All is quiet in the deep blue sea, when a rumor 
bursts forth about a “great big fish hiding in the 
deep!” One by one, new fish are sucked into the 
growing story—the red octopus was really rattled, 
which petrified the purple puffer fish and startled 
the blue shoal, until they all flee . . . into a deep, 
dark cave. Uh-oh! That’s no cave at all, but the 
mouth of a whale!

Ezra Jack Keats Illustrator Honor Award-winner 
Kate Read returns with a clever oceanic twist on 
the old telephone game starring a tiny pink fish 
and schools of brilliantly hued fish in a deep blue 
sea. As the chatter spreads, young readers will 
explore different varieties of sea animals, colors, 
and themes of gossip and unchecked claims.

About Kate Read
Kate Read is a children's book author and illustrator. 
She was originally trained as a theater designer, 
and she graduated from Anglia Ruskin University, 
Cambridge with an MA in children's book illustration. 
Her first book, One Fox: A Counting Book Thriller, 
received numerous awards including an Ezra Jack 
Keats New Illustrator Honor and the Mathical Book 
Prize. Kate lives with her family in East Anglia, 
England.

www.kateread.co.uk
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Coloring PageColoring Page

Can you color in the tropical fish?
Or cut out some paper fish-scale shapes and glue them on?

What are the fish saying?

If you cut the fish out and attach some string, they can swim, 
hanging from the ceiling.
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How to Make a Rocking Crab
Print this sheet onto cardboard or stick it onto a 
used cereal box to strengthen it before you start 
cutting it out. You will need:

• 2 googly eyes
• a pair of scissors
• a glue stick

1. Cut around the crab shell and claw shapes 
(scissors are sharp so ask a grown-up if you 
need help).

2. Fold along the crab shell with the colored 
side on the outside.

3. Stick the claws to the shell and stick the 
googly eyes on above the crab's mouth.

Craft Activity
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1. Fill in the color wheel! The primary colors—
red, yellow, and blue—are already filled in. 
Can you fill in the rest of the color wheel by 
adding the secondary colors—the colors that 
are made by mixing two primary colors 
together?

2. Find the complementary colors! 
Complementary colors are colors 
opposite of each other. Can you find 
the complementary colors on the color 
wheel? Draw lines connecting the 
complementary colors.

Color WheelColor Wheel
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Matching GameMatching Game

Draw a line to match each sea creature to the right color.

GreenGreen

PurplePurple

YellowYellow

OrangeOrange

PinkPink
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Word ScrambleWord Scramble

Unscramble the words to spell out each color.

NipkNipk

EdrEdr

EpplruEpplru

UbleUble

NeregNereg

LoywelLoywel

RgeanoRgeano

YrgaYrga

________

______

____________

________

__________

____________

____________

________Answers: Answers: Pink, Red, 
Purple, Blue, Green, 

Yellow, Orange, Gray



Artwork ©2021 by Kate Read from Hey! A Colorful MysteryPeachtreeBooks.com

Memory Game

1. Cut out the squares below. You can glue the 
pieces to cardboard to make them easier to 
handle.

2. Lay all the pieces, image facing down, on a 
flat surface.

3. Take turns flipping over two cards at a 
time. If the cards have the same picture, 
then they are yours to keep and you get 
another turn. If they don’t match, turn them 
back over (but remember where they are).

4. Now it’s the next player’s turn. Continue 
taking turns until all the cards have been 
matched. The person with the most pairs is 
the winner!
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Icebreaker Memory Game

• Before the game begins, everyone thinks of three things about themselves. 
Everyone sits or stands in a circle so they can all see each other. 

• The starting player introduces themselves and gives their three pieces 
of information. Then the next player goes and says their three things. 

• Once everyone has gone, randomly pick a player to stand up or step forward. 
The rest of the people in the circle have to recall the three things about them. 

• Continue playing until everyone can remember the three things about 
every player. 

• To make the game more challenging, after everyone has said their three 
pieces of information, randomly pick a player to stand up or step forward. 
They then have to say two of the correct pieces of information, and one 
incorrect thing. The rest of the players then need to choose which one is 
the lie.

Telephone Game

• Have the players sit in a circle or stand in a straight line. 

• The first person in the circle or line whispers a word or phrase into 
the ear of the person sitting or standing to their right. It can only be 
whispered once and cannot be repeated before moving to the next player. 

• Each player whispers the phrase to their neighbor until it reaches the 
last player in the circle or line. 

• The last player then says the word or phrase out loud so everyone 
can hear how it has changed from the first whisper at the 
beginning of the circle or line.

Storytime ActivitiesStorytime Activities
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Storytime ActivitiesStorytime Activities

One-Sentence Color Story
Have everyone sit in a circle. One player says a single sentence to begin 
a story. For help, it can start with “There once was a…” The person on the 
right then says a sentence, adding to the story. Each sentence must include 
a different color and the colors cannot be repeated.

Picture-Book Theater

Act out the story of Hey! A Colorful Mystery, giving each person a role as 
one of the different sea creatures from the book. Use the speech bubbles as 
your script!

Color Scavenger Hunt

• Choose the colors the players will hunt for in the room they are in.

• Using colored markers, crayons, or pens, draw or write the different colors 
on a sheet or bag for each of the players and pass out the sheets or bags.

• Then let the players go around trying to find an item for each of the
colors listed. If they have a sheet, have them write down the item or 
object found in each color; if they have a bag, have them place the 
item or object for each color in their bag.

• Players who can find an item for every color win the game.




