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Move over, trolls! 
Plus-sized teen comedian, Haylah Swinton, is 

starting a YouTube channel and she’s got plenty to 

spill about romance-challenged boyfriends, BFFs 

who shart themselves at school, and deadbeat dads 

who show up out of nowhere. As her subscribers 

grow, Haylah will have to answer whether blurring 

the boundaries between her personal life and her 

performances is worth the laughter of strangers—

and the frustration of friends and family.
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Pretty
 Rude for a

 girl

Big, bold, and funnier than a cat in 
a onesie playing bagpipes, Haylah 
Swinton has been busy proving she’s 
an all-star comedian through her 
new YouTube channel. Yet life online 
is its own can of trolls, and proving 
she’s funny is tougher than Haylah 
thought it would be! Plus, her new 
boyfriend Dylan hasn’t even tried 
kissing her yet! What’s up with that? 
And when her deadbeat dad turns 
up, Haylah’s life is tossed into one 
big, colossal mess. So what better 
way to vent than to spill the tea to 
her newly found, online audience? 
But when friends and family discover 
her ranting videos, it turns out 
Haylah’s got quite a lot of explaining 
to do. 

Rebecca Elliott’s follow up to the  
hilarious Pretty Funny for a Girl  

fires on all cylinders for YA rom-com  
readers. Family, boy drama, and a 
budding, plus-sized comedian are 
at the center of this binge-worthy, 

laugh-out-loud read. 

Rebecca Elliott
is an award-winning and bestselling 

author and illustrator of over thirty 

books for children, including her 

ongoing Owl Diaries series. She 

earned a degree in philosophy and 

did a brief stint in a dull office before 

getting around to the whole book 

thing. Her passions include eating 

cheese, loudly venting on a drum kit, 

and podcasting with her comedian 

best friend. She lives in England with 

her two sons, a sarcastic cat called 

Bernard, and a permanently excited 

dog called Frida.

www.rebeccaelliott.com
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Pretty Rude for a Girl  by Rebecca El liot 

ABOUT THE BOOK
Haylah Swinton is a comedic hit on her new YouTube channel, but will 
her popularity backfire? Prepare to snort, guffaw, and cringe through 
Rebecca Elliott’s hilarious companion to Pretty Funny for a Girl. 

Big, bold, and funnier than a cat in a onesie playing bagpipes, Haylah 
Swinton’s been busy proving she’s an all-star comedian through her new 
YouTube channel. Yet life online is its own can of trolls. And proving she’s 
funny is tougher than she thought it’d be! Plus, her new boyfriend Dylan 
hasn’t even tried kissing her yet, and when her deadbeat dad decides to turn 
up, life as she’s known it is tossed into one big, colossal mess. And what 
better way to vent than to spill the tea to her newly found audience online? 
But when friends and family discover Haylah’s ranting videos, it turns out 
Haylah’s got quite a lot of explaining to do.

• Describe Haylah Swinton’s family. Explain why 
Haylah and Noah’s mom doesn’t want them to 
see their dad. Discuss Haylah’s relationship with 
Grammo. Why does she seek her grandmother’s 
counsel over her mother’s? 

• Haylah’s mom has a boyfriend, Ruben. What is 
Haylah’s reaction the first time Ruben stays the night? 
Why doesn’t she want Ruben to move in?

• Discuss Haylah’s attitude toward her own body and 
how it evolves throughout the book. 

• How did she get the nickname Pig? What happens 
when she learns to embrace the nickname? Why do 
her girlfriends quit calling her Pig? At the end of the 
novel, she tells them it’s okay to use her nickname. 
What is significant about this moment?

• Describe Haylah’s relationship with Dylan. Why does 
she call her story the “love story of the century” (p. 
13)? Discuss why she sees Dylan “as a comfortable 
pair of slippers” (p. 68). Explain why she sometimes 
prefers his company over hanging out with Chloe 
and Kas. Why does it take Dylan so long to invite 
Haylah to his home? What is her reaction when she 
sees his home and neighborhood? Why doesn’t he 
want her to tell anyone where he lives?

• Haylah is a stand-up comedian and receives a lot 
of encouragement from her friends. How does 
her mother react to her daughter’s desire to be a 
comedian? 

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
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• Leo’s dad owns a pub that has open mic nights. Chloe 
wants Haylah to perform. What are the rules her 
mother issues when she agrees to let Haylah perform 
at the pub? Explain what Mum means by, “[T]here 
will be a forensic examination of you on your return 
home” (p. 55).

• How does Haylah’s dad learn that she is doing comedy 
at the pub? What is Haylan’s reaction when she sees 
her dad? When her dad compliments her, Haylah 
states that her “anger starts fading into sadness” (p. 
95). Explain her anger. Why is she so sad? At what 
point do things get better for Haylah’s entire family? 
How do both parents show their support of her 
comedy act by the end of the novel?

• Mum says to Haylah that she is “so often sarcastic 
that it’s difficult to know when you’re being genuine” 
(p. 126). Sarcasm can be used to hurt someone, or to 
be funny. Who does Haylah hurt with her sarcasm? 
How does she use it in her comedy act?

• Discuss why Haylah decides to see her dad. Why 
doesn’t she tell her mum that she is seeing him? 
How does she finally get the courage to tell Mum the 
truth? What is her reaction? Why does Mum ask her 
not to tell Noah? 

• Discuss Haylah’s confusion when her dad suddenly 
quits calling her. What is her mum’s role in her dad’s 
changed behavior? At what point does Haylah’s mum 
change her mind about her daughter seeing her dad? 

• Haylah and her mum finally have an honest 
conversation about what happened between her 
mum and dad. Explain what Mum means by, “Adults 
still make stupid decisions; we’re just better at 
pretending they’re wise. . . . We’re basically just big 
kids with jobs” (p. 225). How is this conversation a 
turning point for Haylah and her entire family? 

AJ 10.22

Rebecca Elliott is an author and illustrator. She earned a degree in philosophy and once did a 
brief stint in a dull office. Now she enjoys eating Angel Delight, loudly venting on a drum kit, 
and spending time in her sunny garden. She lives in England with her family, some chickens, 
and a cat named Bernard.
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Pretty
 funny

 for a girl

HaylaH Swinton dreams of  

being in stand-up, but she’s not confident a 

plus-sized girl like her belongs onstage—especially 

after bombing at comedy night. So when the 

impossibly cool and funny Leo Jackson asks for 

help creating routines, Haylah’s thrilled to flex her 

funny bone behind-the-scenes. But when friends 

warn her of Leo’s intentions, Haylah’s not ready 

to listen—and she might just be digging herself 

deeper toward heartbreak.

“Sharp, funny” —Publishers Weekly

“A feel-good story featuring a narrator who’s 

likable and genuinely funny.” —Booklist

Young adult fiction
www.peachtree-online.com

Catch Haylah in Rebecca ’s first  
novel, Pretty Funny for a Girl !
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